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In this resource

Å Introduce data visualisationand demonstrate its value for research 
uptake and communications

Å Compare different types of chart 

Å Share design tips for a visualisation

Å Explore online data visualisationtools



Å The presentation of data or information in a graphical format 

Å A way of visually communicating information ςoften quantitative in 
nature ςin an accurate, compelling way

What is data visualisation?







http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/11/24/opinion/sunday/what-could-disappear.html



The value of data visualisations

Å Reveal patterns, relationships or stories in data

Å Tell stories in a compelling and immediate way which can be more 
memorable than words or tables
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Botswana 61 62 63 63 64 63 62 59 56 53 51 49 47 47 46 47 47

India 55 56 57 57 58 59 59 60 61 61 62 63 64 64 65 66 66

South 

Africa 57 58 59 60 61 62 62 62 61 58 56 54 52 52 53 55 56

Tanzania 51 51 51 51 51 50 50 49 49 49 50 51 53 55 57 59 61

Zimbabwe 59 60 61 61 61 59 57 53 50 46 44 43 43 45 49 54 58



The value of data visualisations

Å Visualisationscan be easily shared with others



The value of data visualisations

Å Effective visualisationscan alter perceptions, influence people and 
bring about change









Column/bar charts

Pros
ÅClear and easy to 

read
ÅShow even small 

differences in 
values

Cons
ÅCan be dull
ÅPeople rarely stop 

and look
Source: The Guardian 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2013/jun/20/one-in-three-women-suffers-violence





Pie charts

Pros
ÅPie charts are 

good for showing 
percentages.

Cons
Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

values accurately, 
which makes it 
hard to compare 
values.



Pie charts


